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} Ta his Silerd Friend, 


The Right W orſhipful 
Sir Alexander Saint John. 


Honored Sir, 

| He great Deſign of Godin 

' this World, s to exerciſe 

man , and the greateſt in» 

tereſk of man, is to glorifie God, who 

hath provided the Touch. ſtone of his 
Word to try our hearts by, and the 
Balance of his works to weigh our 
Lives m: So much ſtrength as we 

have in a day of temptation, ſo ſtrong 
& weare'; and fance Temptation is for- 
_ "ur Probation, we have as much cauſe 
6 bleſs God for our ſupport undey.Trys 

| WE, 


als, F 


| 
S 
| it was of. your Fathers mmeglis : 


' The affliftion is a ſharp Arrow, but 
| it wo out of a ſweet hand , ama- 


' Ia ſagitta, exdulci manu Dei (a5 
the 


The Epiltle 


| als, as for our deliverance from try- 


| Bp It is true, Satan hath his yieve, = 
and bis aim ts to ſeperate the Wheat 
' from the (haff, to give life to our 


S 
| fins, by the death of our Graces ; but 


God hath his Fan m his hand, and hes 
| defign 15 to ſeperate the Chaff from . 
' the Wheat, to give life to our Graces 


by the death of our ſins. 
I muſt acknowledge, That God hath 


| lately pit to your hands a bitter 
| Cup to drink off (mn the deceaſe of 
your Vertuous and Beloved ( onſort ) 


onely thus T preſume avth ſupport you, 
at . your eyes are opened to ſee that 


| DEdIcatory. 
the Father ſpeaks) How excellent 4 © 
' thing us it, when Gods Rod «© 
upen our backs , to have our hands 
upon our mouthes, and not to mur- 
mur ? Whale unbelief commenceth an 
Action againſt, and complains of the 
heavy hand of God to the World, for 
u5 to complain rather of our own evil 
hearts to God ? Vour experience (Sir, 
I truſt) in Gods School, hath ac- 
quainted you with the Equity of his 
Diſcipline and Pedagogy. Oh! What 
an advantage have we over Satan, 
When we underſtand the intent, and 
and poſſeſs the fruit of every (roſs ; 
when we can ſee our Laſhes to be our 
Leſſons, our ( orreftions to be our In- 
ſtraQions, our Crofles to be the Ex. 
ecutioners of our Corruptions. 
A 4 It 


Che Epiſtle 
It was an Heavenly Prayer of him 
| that faid, Lord, I do not defire 
that the Burthen ſhould be taken 
| off bur char I might have ftrong- 
| er ſhoulders ro bear it: And an 


| If any man would ride poſt to 
| Heaven, ler him get up upon 
| the Croſs. The truth is, every 
| afflition is Gods Meſſenger, and eve- 
| ry one of bis Meſſengers have their 
| Errand to deliver : The Rod muſt be 
|| heard, or the Word will never be felt : 
| Though all that are correfted are not 
| Gods children, yet all that are Gods 
| children are correfted . Afflictions 
| are fayors, and therefore when God 
| threatens that he will ſhew mercy no 
' more, be threatens that he will af. 


| Heroick Experience of him that ſaid, * 


flit 


Dedicatory. 
flift no more. Ephraim 4s joyned to 
Idols, let him alone : Lord, rather (let 
every gracious heart ſay) let thine hand 

T be laid on me, then that 1 ſhould be caſt 
out of thy hand ; rather frown on me, 
then that thou ſhowldſt turn thy Face 

| from, and not look on me. 
But the great Advantage of our 
tryal, is ro come ; here the Language 
of the rod is eaſie andplain, but the 
Dialect of that Languaye is hard and 
difficult to be known , conformity and 
ſelf-denyal, are mdiſputably the mean- 
ing of every blow, but we are diſboſed 
to muſconter Providence in Particu- 
lar ; what God intends onely for our 
exerciſe, we pretend is done out of his © 

* anger : And therefore where the Text 

is obſcure, we muſt be wary m writing 


Com- 


The Epiſtle 


Commentaries, we mult take heed 


of turning his Reubarb into | 
' Rarsbane, by reading wrath 


where God never Wrote it: 


There will come a time, "when God | 


. will interpret his own minde, and ſa- 
tisfie us, not onely in the Regulari- 
ty and juſtice of his Rods; but m the 
Reaſon and ſuitabieneſs of them , 

why we are almoſt burned and conſu- 
med, while others were but Jong need . 

why he drew fo much blood from us, 
more then from others that ſeemed more 
exorbitant ; God loves nog to be ſting- 
mg, like the Bee, he exhibits honey 
freely, but be ſtings upon provocation ; 
his wiſdom and our neceſsity, weigh 


and preſcribe every drop of gall that + , 


# put into our Cups, and oy laſh 


of 


Dedicatory. | 
of the Rod that is laid on our backs . 


: A Cordial is fitter for this man, a Cor 


rafive fitter for another : Such a 
( briſtian will be wakned by the light 


' of a ( andle, another ſtands in need of 


a (lap of Thunder : How ſweet us it 
to juſtifie God, when he condemns us ? 
At laſt day we ſhall ſay, The Lord 
knew our diſtemper and he let us blood 
in the principal Vein ; if we had not 
periſhed, we had periſhed : Hu San. 
hine melted us, his Hammer brake us. 
Bleſſed affliion | | that made us ſee 
More uglineſſe and emptineſſe in the 
Creatnre, and more excellency in God, 
that LY our affe tions from the 


world, and occa zoned our more feri- 


' 013 thoughts of Eternity. 


lt may ſatisfie us, That God 
dealeth 


= 


The Epittle 
dealeth with his, as the Perſians, I 
' takeit, do with the offending children * 
of their Princes , they corre their | 
Royal Garments in publick, but let 
their Perſons go free ,- our Bodies are' 
beaten, and our Souls are bettered : |, 
Here we muſt be poliſhed by Tryals, 
and hewn by Hammers, and hereafter 
we ſhall Fd lid into Gods Buadm . 
Nunc foris per flagella tundi- 
mur, ut intus in Templum Do- 
mini ; diſponamur, Af flietions are 
the fruit of his Wiſdom, —_ | 
our fruit of bis AffliBtions : The Lord 
grant that all our ſtorms may drive us 
nigher to onr Harbor. 1 {hould hum- 
bly crave excuſe for this freedom, but 
that T know your Ingenuity , and that 
your condition requireth ſupport ; and 
as 
ol 


7 7 Dedicatory. 
»n 4s remembring that "words ſpoken m 
i: ſeaſon, are like Apples of Gold m 
og | Pittures of Silver. I am ſorry of ſo 
14 ſad an occaſion of preſenting this, yet 
| . ſo ſeaſonable a ſubjeft to you: I requeſt 
i, your acceptance of it - the adyvntage 

* whereof, is the deſare of, | 


er- 


5 Your worſhips much obliged, 
tb to ſerve in the Lord, 


From my Sudy tn F. & 
Ye Shoreditch, Decem. 
co \ 20. 1656. | 


'd 


Rev. 
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Revel. 14-13. 


And 1 heard a voice from Heayen, 
ſaying unto me, Bleſſed are the 
dead that die in- the Lord from 
henceforth , yea, ſauth the Spirit, 

' that they may reſt from their labors , 
and their works do follow them. 


| S2920IN theſe a we have two 
chings ; The work, and the Re- 
> 4 [ p + 4 ward of a Chriſtian. 
SS$+S$SSS In the work of a Chriſtian 
| $$$$$$ we have, 
1. Something Implyed: It is ſuppoſed, 
That thoſe that die in the Lord, do firſt live 
totheLord; For as it is impoſſible for oze 
that lives well todie ill, ſoitis impoſſib for 
one that lives il] to die well ; for or char "= 
| tne 


| 2) 
the laſt lives to a Divel, to die to the 
Lord. 
| _ 2, Something Expreſſed: They are ſach 
as die in the Lord: Some myke a difference 
' between ding jor, and dying in the Lord, as. 
_ If that belonged onely to Martyrs, this to! 
' Martyres bic ©] true Profeſſors : But the ſab-) 
. intelligi conce- ſtance is, That when Gods 
dimus ſolos yero children have done their work, 
nega. they go to bed, their Luſts die 
Gorton, in them, and they themſelves 
die in the Lord, «as Children in their Father: 
arms. | 
Secondly, As we have the work, ſo like-) 
wiſe we have the wages, orrather »eWward of 
Chriftians: And that 1, Generally: They 
are ſaid ro be bleſſed, Bleſſed are the dead 
that die in the Lord: They are bleſſed in Hope 
while chey live, and bleſſed in Poſſeſhon 
when they die : As a Chriſtian cannot be 
fully happy before death, ſo he cannot ar 
all be miſerable after death. | 
2. Particularly and Punctually : And, 
that, SV 
T. Negatively : Becauſe they reſt from 
their Labors ; their labors in ſuffering, their | 
labors under fin, the labors of their Cal- 
linfe, and fobjection unto Temptations : The. 
Wotl&was their Tempeſtnous Sea, Heaven 
is 


———— 


is their Port and «71, the Earth was the 
place of their working, Heaven the place of 
their reſting: Jn port navigunt quare 
ſopor feſſis. 


2. Poſitively, and their works do follow 


_ them: Though they leave the world, yet 


they leave not their works bthinde them : 
The authority and warrant of all this is pre- 
miſed. This Oracle is not the !nvention of 
man, butthe voice of God, It is the Spirit 
(of God who knows the minde of God) 
thar ſaith ſo, Thus ſaith the Spirit. 

Qazry, Why u it ſaid from benceforth ? 
Were not thoſe that dyed in the Lord before, 
bappy ? | 

Anſwer. Some ſay the Emphaſis on this 
Particle , henceforth «n4p71, q, d, Times 
will now. be troubleſome; and as it was 


. their bleſſedneſs that lived to the Lord, at 


any time todie for the Lord ; ſo cſpecially 
it is their Bleſſedneſsro die then : Ir is ſome 
mercy to die before times of Judgement, as 
it isa mercy for ſome to die in times of judg- 


- menre, 


Secondly, Others refer it totheir Bleſſed- 
neſs immediately after their death ; thar is, 
their Souls (leep not in their Bodies till che 
ReſurreRion,as ſome dreamingly affirzchey 
arg immaterial and immortal, and -» mou 

0 


dothey go out of their earthly Tabernxcles, 
bat preſently they aſcend to Heaven : Ir is 
+ probable that the Spirit hereby would alſo 
preſignifie by way of contradiRtion, the O- 
- pinion of the Papifts about Purgatory, as if 
che fouls of good men did take thar ſtage in 
their way to Glory : Ne, faith the Spirit, 
their Purgatory is in this world; here they 
are purified, and immediately upon the diſ- 
ſolucion of the union between their ſouls 
and Bodies ; as their Bodies are bleſſed in the 
'hope of a ReſurreRion, ſo their Souls are 
preſently bleſſed in poſſeflion ; thoſe thar 
die in the Lord, are thenceforth_ or immedi- 
ately bleſſed, 

ButI principally on this ſolemn occaſion, 
pitch on the laſt clauſe; And their works do 
follow them: Firſt, for the Explication, then 
for the Application. . | 

I. For the Explication here are two Quz- 
ries to be anſwered. 

uri? 1, What is meant by works ? 

Anſw, Thereare 1, Evi] Works, as there 
areevilworkers: The works of the fleſh are 
manifeſt, uncleanneſs, idolatry, [trife and con- 
tentions, Gal. 5. 19,20, At death the ſins of 
the godly leave them, and their Graces one- 


ly follow them, there fins ſhall be caftnot | 


ento a ſhv%gw river,where they may a _— | 
ng 


(5) 


and ſwim up aloft upon the waters,but into « 

deep Sea of Oblivion: We muſt remember 

| our evil works, and God will forge: them ; 

» we muſt forget our good works, and God 
will remember them, 

2. There are alſo go:d Works, or as the 
Apoſtle phraſeth it, frairs, ſuch as are 26 
teneſs and joy, temperance and metkneſs, Gal. 
$-22,23. And theſe are thoſe works that fol- 
low thoſe that die in the Lord. 

I. Specially works of Charity; as they 
ſay of O/wald King of Denmark, that in re- 
gard of his liberallity to the poor, his right 
hand, though he was dead, withered not : 

_ Works of Charity, are in Scripture in a pe» ' 
culiar maner called govd works, aTiZoxm, 
by way of principality and eminency, above 
many other works that yet are good, in re- 
gard of the inflaence they have: for to pro» 
duce and give a luftre to all good works, | 

2, More largely : : Though works of cha- 
rity be good works, and neceſſary to ſalva- 

| tion, yet there are many good works, be» 

h fides works of charity : Faith is the work of 

| God, anda good work ; repentance is the 
work of God, and a good work.” 

Charity is a Celeſtial Orb, but nt large e= 

, nough for all the ſtars of good works co ſnine 
| © and wove in : Therefore when t:c Apoſtle 
_- Eos 7 ſpeaks 


EOF: - 
ſpeaks here of (g00d) works, we are there- 
by co underftand in general all works that 
are good; not onely a fingle Work, not 
onely their Charity, but their Faith, their 
Repentance, their Holineſs, they all do fol- 
lew them. 


Quzxrie 2. What i meant by thesr 
works - 


A. 1. Here is noted propriety : T heir own 
works follow them, nt the works of other men ; 
which Criticiſm ſaggefteth co us. 

1. The Abſurdity of the Papiſt, who 
maintains that a mzn may be ſo righteous, as 
that he may not onely merit Heaven for 
himſelf, bur for others alſo. It was an ar- 
rogant ſaying of a Romiſh Phariſee, That 
he bad done all for his own Salvation many 
years ago, and ftaid in the world after thar, 
onely to gather treafure for others : But as 
a wicked man ſhall periſh by the hand of his 
own.unbelief, ſo the Juſt ſhall live by his own 
faith ; not the Prayers and Performances, not - 
the duties and doings of others, but their 
(oWx) works follow them. 

2. The formal intereſt of a Believer in his 
works: They are his works, not becauſe he 
is 


— 


|. low us, Notes, 


is the fountain, bue becauſe he is the ſub- 


ect of his Graces : Sin otherwiſe is moſt of 


all chings oucs; yet ina favorable ſenſe, as 
nothing is ſo much our own before we work 
as our will, ſo nothing is ſo much our own 
as our works when they are done, they 
cleave to us, whether 2s fomentations to 
nouriſh us, or as Corraſives to gnaw upon 
us, that lies in the nature of the work, but 
ours they are and cling tous; oy work ſeem 
to be more ours, then our Faith is ours ; our 
Works are ours as we have done them, our 
Faith ours as we have received it: Faith is 
ours as our Goods are ours, Works are 
ours as our Children are ours, Certe nos 
optramur,” ſed Deus operatur in nob1s ut opt- 
Year. 

 Querie 3. What i meant by thu, that our 
Works are ſaid to folloW us ? 


eA. Though the afts of Grace be tranſi- 
ent, yet their vertue ts everlaſting : They fol- 


<< 


1. Their company to glory : As a Chriſtian 


| follows his work on earth, ſo his works ſhall 


follow or accompany him to heaven; he goes 
B 3 ' not 


©. 7 
/nor{our of the world naked and void of 

gract, as he came into the world; but he 
carries the garments of ſalvation, the ex- 
trinſick and Red coat of Juſtification, the 
intrinfick and internal white coat of Sanai- 
| fication along with him, 4#0au6& per” &vroy, 
they follow or accompany him. 

2. Their in/eperability : Death may rob 
them of their eſtates, bur death cannot 
plunder them of their Graces ; Death may 
ſeparate their heads from their bodies, but 
ſhall never ſeperate or take their Crowns 
from their heads. The ambitious man can- 
not carry his honor with him, the Mam- 
monift cannot carry his Gold with him ; bue 
the godly man ſhall carry his godlineſs, his 
holineſs, his works with him, as the fadow 
follows the Sun, or a5 the ſequacious Ivy (he- 
dera {equax) clings to the Oar. 

- 3- Their Honor and Dignity of Suate : 
Grace, we fay, is Glory begun, and Glory 
is Grace perfected : T, as God is glorious in 
holineſs, ſoa godly man is glorious in holi- 
neſs, he is glorious in Grace, his Grace is his 
glory. Aswhen a Nobleman or Ambaſla- 
dor 15 to attend on or viſit a Prince or Empe- | 
ror, hs Gentlemen in their Braveries, and 
his jecvants intheir Liveries, wait on him to 
the Palace or Preſence Chamber : So a Be- | 

| : liever | 


kever bonors God inchis world, and God 
will honor him out of this world; he gliiters 
and ſhines here in his ſilks and embroyderies 
of humility, love and righteouſneſs , and 
when he is called up from this world, he goes 
not without his Retirue, his Graces , his 
works accompany er follow aim tq Glory 
one Paraaice (as he ſaid) then enters tuto an- 
ther. 

From the words thus opened. I ſhall pre- 
ſent you with this Propoſition or Do- 
ctrine. | 

Propoſit. That when a Chriſtian dies, his 
works die not with him, _. 

There is a ixf6/4 attendance on a true Chri- 
ſtian by his good works or graces when he 
leaves this world. 

1. His works follow him in reſpec of that 
good report they leave behinde bim: It is a 
Judgement to have our names writ on earth, 
but its an honor when our perſons are in 
Heaven, to have a name of honor on Earth : 
A wicked man expires and goes out, bur it is 
like a Talow caydle, leaving a ftench bebinde 
him ; a righteous man expires and goes out 
of this world, but like a Wax candle, leaving 
2 ſweet perfume bebinde him : His works in 
their report follow him. h 

I, Ina bleſſed memory ; Do well and hear 


ill, 


(10) 
ill is wrote on Heayen Gates, ſaid the Mar- 
. tyr ; yet oftentimes do well, and hear well 
after we have done well, is wrote on Heaven 
Gates : Of you it ſhall be ſaid, this aud that 
man was boyy in her : While the poor curfe 
the memory of the wicked, they bleſs God 
in the remembrance of the righteous : Some 
mens names are rotten before their bodies, 
bur other mens names are alive and freſh, 
when their Bodies are rotten, being laid in 
their Graves (tantorum nominibus ſemper aſ- 
ſargo, ſaid the Moralift, of the mention of 
Catoand Lelizs) The name of Lazarmw is 
recorded, that is ſuppoſed to be his proper 
name ; but the common name of Dives is 
onely related, a certain rich man, Tis 7450105, 
there is all to ſignifie who he was, God 
thonght him not worthy of farther mention; 
C d ſhews himſelf herein contrary to the 
world, who have no name for the godly, 
Poor, but filly wr*tch; or a by-name, as 
{ime Giles. 2. God makes a memorial of che 
righteous, P-:2,10. 7. A good name, as the 
Father obſerves, is the podly mans heir - The 
names of wicked men are either altogether 
omitted, as inthat place, or Recorded with 
Infamy, as Jeroboam is mentioned in the Cro- 
niciles of 1/rael; P1late inthe Creed, Gar- 
den'r 1n the Martyrology ; but che —— 


(11) 


| therighteons are famous : David is dead, but 


his zeal for God lives; Dava, ſaith the Scri- 
pture, 4s 4 may afrer Gods own heart : Job'is 
dead, bur yet his patience for God lives; have 

e not heard, or ye have heard of the parience 
of Job: Abel was murthered above 4000 


- years ago, yet his Faith is alive to this very 


day, he yet ſpeaketh, his tongue is our of his 
head, and yer his faith is not tongue-tyed ? 
Ob, faith God what a Believer was Abel | 
ſome render it #7i)aaa&742, pallively is yer 
ſpoken of, that is, he is of b/eſſed memory, 
his name is honorable in the Church. 

2. His works follow him in their report,by 
an happy example :- A good mans perſon is 
gone, but his footſteps are leſt bebinde him ; 
when he is dead, and gone to heaveo, and be« 
holderh the face of God in glory ,his example _ 
left behinde him,is a Looking-glaſs for orhers 
to dreſs themſcives by, a Copy for others to 
write after: This womans charity, ſaith Chriſt, 
ſhall be made mention of Where evey the Goſpel 
ſhall be preached : The Father its true dies, but 
yet he lives in his child chat wears 'his image, 
eſpecially in a moral ſenſe,when the child imi- 
rates the vertues of the father: When a friend 
bewailed to Epaminandas's want of iſſue, that 
noble Captain replyed, That he ſhould leave 
two fair daughters bchinde him, che Battles 

7 . of 


PRE SP ERS I TEST ES Pe" Se As 
3 TO EET E amen ogy or we Or <——IIIE SEE E) 


” DT lnmnm_ OE ET ELES > mn 
OE SED ee, es EE OE ng 
2% > , - 
CODED IS NIL 


of Leaftrarnd Xantinea, in which his me- 
mory ſhould ſurvive; A good man never 

dies childleſs, his examples of Patience and 

integrity are his never dying off-ſpring : In 

this ſenſe Zather and Calvin, and the reſt of 
choſe Champions that wrote for Chriſt, and. 
dyed in the Lord, are yet alive in their words 

and works ; And thowgh their ſouls be in Hea- 

ven, jet are they inſtrumental for the ſalva- 

tzon of fouls .on Earth: As long as their 

Works or Writings are extant in the World, 

they ſhall not have done preaching to, as 

long as their holineſs towards, and courage 

for God are upon Record and publiſhed, 

they ſhall not have done converting of fin- 

nerst@, or at leaſt of confirming of Saints in 

Chrift, efficacior eft vox operts, quam opus Ver 

#35. 

Secondly, Theic works follow the Saints, 
many of them formally and really : Indeed 
they take leave of Faith and hope, they are 
milicant Graces, and onely ſuitable ro the 
Rate of the Church on Earth ; but Love is a 
Triumphant Grace,and goes along with them 
toGlory : and now abideth Fairh, Hope, 
Charity, theſe three ,, but the greateſt of theſe 
# Charity, the greateſt Extenſively, Faith | 
and Hope being more perſonal Graces, Love | 
being communicative , rather here proten- 


ſrely, 


CEE. of 


now a a vn 


© A” 


| fvely, in reſpet of duration; to ſave a man, 
Faith is great; in a man fſaved,. Love is the 
greateft : Faith, and Hope, and Repentance, 
go with Chriftians vertually ; as he that bath 
; the Spirits and Extracts of Herbs, is ſaid to 
' carry the Herbs with him, and a Merchant 
' that curns his Lands into Pearls and Gold, is 
ſaid to carry his Eſtate with him ; ſo the fruic 
and ſubſtance of Faith lives, chough juſtify- - 
| ing Faith, or Faith juſtifying dyes : The 
| Motto of Chawcer, Farewel Phyſick, may 
well be the Motto of a dying Chriſtian, Fare- 
wel Repentance, farewel Hope : Repentance 
is a plank after Shipwrack, and where there 
is no ſea, no water, there is no need of a 
plank : As the Sword-bearer to the Empe- 
ror (harls, being a Proteſtant, carryed the 
Mace before his Maſter to the Church door, 
when he went to Maſs, but his conſcience 
would not ſuffer him to go in with him : So 
in a ſenſe Faith guards us to Heaven Gates, 
and when it hath done its office, there it 
leaves us: Faith follows a Chriftian, as the 
{ fſhadowdoth the Sun, from one point of the 
| Compaſs or Dyal to another, until it comes 
'_ fo the Miridian, and there it leaves'ir ; ;bur 
love isa Royal Grace, an Heavenly Peer, 
o with State and Majefty it enters into Glory, 
and dwells with the King of Glory _ 
| cl 
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_ ſelf to all Eternity : As Dr, Preſton ſaid, 


when a dying, / ſhall change my place, but 


' not my company : his Graces tollowed him, 
heir Works follow them in re. | 


Thirdly, 
ſpeRt of the comfort of them; as the wic- 
ked ouely leave their duties behinde them, 
and carry their fins with them, -{9 the godly 
leave their ſins bebinde chem, and'carry their 


- graces with them , they pur off their gar- 


ments when they go to bed. And here, 


1. Aﬀter death a childe of God is-com- 
forted with the ſucceſs of his works : How 
comfortable at the laſt day will ie be, for a 
Maſter of a Family to preſent his ſervants 
at the Tribunal Bar before the Lord, and to 
ſay, Lord, Here am I, and my ſervants with 


me, that not onely wear my Livery, but alſo 
_ obeyed thy commands : For the Mini/fters of 


the Geſpel that have been faithſul, ro'preſent 
their flocks before the great Biſhop and 


IEEE EIN ono murs we ma ES. © "= "IR 


Shepheard of ſouls, and to ſay, Here are 1 


the purchaſe of thy blood, the cravail of our 
ſouls, the fruit of our labors and tears: As 
the Ancient ſweetly brings in the Apoflles, 


like fo many Fle- leaders, feverally;bringing 


up their Converts to the Judgement-Sear , 
Peter attended with the converted fews ; 
fob» leading up the e4/;atiques ; Thomas the 


Indians, 


ill (145) 
"3d Indians, and Paul the Gentiles : Et nor hic 
mw Paſtores Vocats ſums, & ib; greges non auce- 
| mu? Andirtis the perſwaſion of many great 
'© | Divines, That the ſpiritual Fathers in Chriſt, 
2 ſhall know their children in Chrift at that 
% day: Their ſucceſs will advancage their 
'Y | comfort, and therefore it is part of our du- 
ty to labor for ſucceſs; though ic muſt 
| be acknowledged, that God rewards us 
not according to the ſucceſs of our /abors 
properly, but according to our /absrs for 
I- | ſucceſs. SAY 


" Lec none be diſcouraged that their faith- 
ke ful works have not their ſucceſs with men ; 

for as the good Phyfician always heals nor, 
b ' ſothe good Preacher always converts not : 
* The ſucceſs -of our labors is his work, not 
? | ours, and God: rewards us not according 
f | to his ownwork (imply and abfiractly ta- 
ken) by the leave of that yet true and fa- 


. | mous gen; God crowns his own 
| works ih us) bur according to our works : 
| | He ſhall give to every man according to hs 
| be, 2 #5 4dT& kdpToy, aN\G KdTE KOney; WE 
7 had better have one work writ in Heaven, 
| then a thouſand on Earth ; and though men 
; may forget labors of love on earth, yer rhe 
| comfort is,they ſhal be reminded & rewarded 


dy Chri/t in heaven ; thoſe that convert ſouls, 


& 


and 


; 

(12) | 

and run like, ftars on Earth, ſhall at laſt be! 

Crowned, and ſhine like ftars in Heaven, 
Dan. 12. 3, 4- 

2. After death, achilde of God ſhall be' 
comforted with the Teſtimony of his Com 
ſcience : And thus, | | 

1. His 1»regrity ſhall follow or accom pa-| 
ny him : Miterable is he whoſe conſcience 
condemns him, though all the world acquit! 
him; but thrice happy is he whoſe conſc1-/ 
ence acquits him, though all the world ac-' 
cuſe him: A man may have hypocrifie in; 
him, and yet be no Hypocrite; he may flum- 
ber and ſleep with the fooliſh Virgins, yet be/ 
no fooliſh Virgin ; while we are on this ſide! 
our Fathers houſe, we cannot but trip and; 
ftumble, chough we keep the way ; while we! 
are on this fide Paradice, we cannot behold a, 
Pomgranate that hath no rotten grain init; - 
| This may ſapport, that if we bring our Gra - 
ces to the Tonch-ftone, the Lord himſelf! 
will never bring them to the Balance ; the! 
charge of Hypocriſie is familiar and eaſte,the| 
proof is laborious and hard: We are not, 
made Lord Judges of mens Conſciences, and 
therefore , notwithſtanding private ſuſpiti-/ 
ons, we muft forbear, and refer the cenſure! 
of the full and final eftate of manto God: 


Its the work of God to diſcover Hy pocrites 
| | nc 


(13) 

not of man; while a man goes sbout to dil. 
cover an Hypocrite, let him beware, left in 
ſecking to finde outone he diſcover two, the 
ſearched and the ſearcher: nam immen/s 
eſt letitia de recordatione tranſatts operis ? 
Poſſibly ic may be ſaid concerning many 
Chriftians, who never ſtudied to be conform- 
able to the Critical Religion of the World ; 
aSit was ſaid of Father Pax/ the Yenetian, 
becauſe men knew not how to convince him, 
either in his Profeſſion or Life,they had one- 
ly this common plea againſt him, That he 
was an Hypocrite : But what a teſtimony will 
Samzuecl bring with him at thar day, to ſay ia 
the audience of Men and Anpels, whoſe Ox 
have 1 ftoln? For blefled Pan co manifeſt at 
that day, This is the teſtimony of my conſci- 
ence, that in godly fimplicity I have behaved. 


'' © my ſelf inthe world. 


My Beloved, get a good conſcience, for 
that is a thouſand witneſſes, and a thoutand 
witneſſes will not at thar day be ſo good as a 
good conſcience : How amiable will the face 
of true Grace be then > How abominable 
will the vizor and counterfeit be ? 

2, His Charity and Love ſhall witneſs for 
him: Many have no greater ſenſible evi- 
dence of their loving Chriſt, -then by the 
love they bear to his ſervants that wear his 
Livery, 


(18) 


Livery, to his Children that bear his Image : | 


Bart then the ſcruples of the upright ſhall be 
diſſolved, - reſolyed, and they ſhall not need 
ſoto puzle their brains co finde the love of 
the Brethren in their hearts. 

How refreſhing will it be then, for a Be- 
liever to haves occaſion to ſay by way of 
. Praiſe and Teſtimony ; the Lord gave me the 
loaf, and I grudged not to give others the 
crums: God made my cup full, and I made 
it to run over for the relief of -others: It 


| 


will, I am ſure, it will be more comfortable |: 


fora mantoſay, I have been good, and I 
have done good in the World, then to ſay, 
I had (all) the goods of the World : Good 


worksare a Treaſure, and will follow you ;. 


good and cordial Prayers are a Treaſure,and 
they will go before you; and Faith and 
Hope are a Treaſure, and they will go 
with you. 

It is ſtrange to conſider, how many bad 
words men have for good Works, as if to be 
charitable were to be Popiſhly affefted ; but if 
charity be Antichriſtianiſm, Chriſt is the 


Pope, and Rome 5; at Jeruſalem, Rev.14.13. ' 
Ads 7. 59. Luke 23. 43. Make to your ſelves 


friends of the Mammon of unrighteonſneſs, 
that when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlaſting habitations, Luke 16, 9, Not by 

| way 
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every ating of every Grace will ſtand usin . 


' It were better for a man never to fet his hand 


(19) 


way of merit, but by way of concomitancy, 


ſtead, a charitable at as we'l as a repenting 
at: Qricquid pauperibus ſpargimus, nobs 
colligimus : IT ſhall not- impoſe on your be- 
lief: Bur it is reported that Evagrizs in ('e- 
dremns bequeathed 300 /. in his will co the 
poor, but cook a Bond of Syve(us the Bi- 
ſhop for the payment of it in the other life, 
& the next nigh after his departure, appear«- 
ed to him in bis ſhape, delivered in the Bond, 
cancell'd and fully diſcharged, ſaying, Take 
your Bond again, I am ſatisfied. ; 
Thirdly, His perſeverance will follow him: 


to the plow, then to look and to go back- 
ward , better never to have begun in pro- 
feffion, thento end in Apoſtacy. Perſeve- 
rance is the Crawn of Grace, becauſe it 
is the Crowning Grac? : Perſeverance 
is the Crown of Grace, and Heaven tis 
the Crown of Perſeverance: Praiſe the 
Marriner when. he is arrived at his Harbor ; 
commend the Souldiers valour, when he 
hath gor the day and won the fieid: Hold 
on, and h:/4 ont Faith and Prayer , ſaid 
the Martyr, Hold fuſt that whic2 thou 
haſt, that 12 man takg thy Crown, ſaith 
the Lord, Revel. 3. 11. How ſweet wil Gu 
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(20 ) 
be for-a Believer to carry the teſtimony of his 
perſeverance in bis conſcience to the laft 


 Aſfizes,to have ground to fſay;lIt's rrueLord,1 


bave had many infirmities, many failings, yer 


my heart was upright, my beart did not lay | 


hypocrifie at my door;l confe(s,] often ftum- 
bled, 1 had aimoit faln; many a time have I 
offended againſt thy glory before the World, 
but oftner have grieved thy gracious ſpirit 
in private; yet through thy grece I have ri- 
fen, I have fought the good fight, I have 
run my race; and chough I have many. ways 
forſaken thee, yer thou didſt nor forſake and 
rake thy farewel of me, thou didſt par- 
don my fins, and heal my ſoars : Wecannot 
but be ſhot at bySatan while we are beſieged, 
we get many a fall and bruiſe by the world & 
luſt; ſcarce a Facob that wreſ(tleth with God, 
bur goeth limping; yer where fin is a Tyrant, 
not a King ; an enemy at our backs, not a 
friend in our boſoms,it wil not be charged on 
us, ſo as to condein,ſo as to damn us: What 
a comfortable fight is it ro ſee a Chriftian to 
contend avaivit Aeſh & blood in chis world ; 
to ruine with Chrift, rather then to reign 
with -Ce/47? to march out of the Battle, 
though wounded and. maimed, yer with his 
colours fizing co the Grave? If they be 
bleſſed that die in, bow bleſſcd are they that 
more- 
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(21 ) 
| moreover dieifor theLord? Aor: pro Domino, 
Martyrum eſt, in Domino, confeſſorum. Bern, 
Beatus eſt Petrus qui cruciatur necminus beatus 
| eft Fohannes qui in Lefto moricur Aret.in Loc. 
Fourthly, His works follow him in reſpe4 
; of Teſtimonies, 4d extra, and ſo his works 
| ſhall finde a probation. 
' - I, From the good Angels : As they are 
| Gods Meſſengers to us, fo they are our wit- 
| nefſes co God, the tears of repentiog ſin- 
| ners, arethe wine of Angels, they rejoyce 
in, therefore they muſt needs obſerve che 
converlion of ſinners; Many Actions done 
| out of the view of men, are yet within the 
| cognizance of Angels: The good Angels 
| ſhall give incheir teſtimony againſt the wic- 
ked, and for the righteous; ſuch an one, 
Lord, was a Blaſphemer, a Drunkard, we 
can witneſs to it, we have. heard him ſwear, 
we have ſeen him drunk ; but ſuch and ſuch 
| were atcenders upon Goſpel Ordinances ; 
were given to Prayer and Meditation, to Re- 
pentance and good works: and as far as we 
can judge, were not onely PcofeſTors of fin- 


Feericy , bur ſincere Profeſſors; were not 


onely called Saints, Saints by calling, but 
Saints indeed by Dedication and Infuijon ; 
not onely called Chriſtians, but Chriftians as 
| they were called, Zech. 1. 10. 

C 2 2. His 
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(22) | 
2. His works ſhall finde a probation from the 
very Divel;: As at the great day, in ſome 
things the godly ſhill acquit the Divels (for | 
the Divels are not always guilty , when we\ 
are filthy, we often paint the Divels blacker | 
then they are, to make our ſelves whiter then 
we are) and give them their due; fo in ſome 

things the Divels(as very Divels as now they 
are) ſhall acquirt the godly; God, g. 4. will 
then ſay to Satan, as one of! ald, Satay, haſt. 
tha conſidered my ſervants, fob, David, and| 
Peter, and Satan that accuſed them, while: 


+ , "OR 


Wiſdom is too often condemned by her chil- 
dren here, but Wiſdom ſhall be juſtified by 
her enemies hereafter. Providence wiJl ex+ 
tort this confeſſion from Divels , true Lord, 
thiey were greac ſinners, but we cannot deny 
the trath of their repentance, and we did. , 
ofren tempt them, when yet they were nat; , 
overcome : Thus Religion ſhall be cleared , 
not onely by Dive!iſh meo, but by Divels;| | 
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' The Divels will then reftific that wherein] 


Gods ſervants failed, it was much, becauſe, 6 


* of their ſnares ; that ſuch and ſuch of Gods h 


children bad hived more comfortably but q 
that they tempted them; to diſpair , had lived , 
more righteouſly , bur that ehey tempted 
them 'o ſcandal! ; tad done more work fo 
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| God in his vineyard, buc chat they diſquieted 
; and hindred them : 7e/3s 1 know, and Paul 
| 1 hyow, but whoare you, ſaid the evil Spirit 
| in che Acts. 


Thirdly, He hath a teſtimony of his good 


| works from good men;Religion is $0w made 


a party by too roo many; and men became 


| of an opinion not to ſerve God, but to get 
| Votes for their reputation : O what a retuge 


is it for the Hypocrite to flie to the applauſe 


| and xa/ps of Gods people! ta cry np others 
| for their Heavenly-mind«dnels, thar the 


Heavenly-minded indeed might not c:y ont 
againſt them for woridly-mindedneſs ; not 


| but that the good: opinion of good men is 
*\ confiderable , but i» /e and ſeparated from 


goodneſs of practiſe in our ſelves, its but 
the varniſh of Hypocriſie : As the evil Opi- 


'nion of an evil man maketh not a good man 


evil, ſo the good Opinion of a good man 
maketh not an evil man good : yer as God is 
the witneſs of our heart,(o good men are the ' 
witneſſes of our lives : The Rabbies have a 
fine Proverb,That he that doth a good work, 
bonum opus, gers to himſelf againſt the !aſt 
day Advocatum, an eAdvocate; and ſo 
many good works, ſo many Advocares 'but/ 
Chrift is our Advocate)bur he that continues 

| GC 3 ſo 
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ſo many evil works as he doth, ſo many Di- 
vels, or ſo many Accuſers he procures againft | 
himſelf in Judgement : Good men will then | 
reſtifie one for another ; when Juſtice ſhall | 
enquire what ſuch and ſuch were (not that | 
God needs mans teftimony, but to ſpeak to 
conſcience, and according to the ſubſtance of 
the proceſs ar that day) che-righteons ſhall | 
anſwer, Lord, ſince we are called to be wit- 
nefſes, we muſt needs ſay, That while ſuch 
were a blaſpheming thy name, a ſcoffing at | 
thy people; we knew them to be Blaſphe- 
mers and Scoffers, theſe and theſe of thy peo- | 
ple were a praying, a hearing of thy Ora- 
cles, a mourning tor ſin, they and we did 
' comfortably and often ſerve the Lord wy 

ether. | 

Fourthly, They ſhall have a probation | 
from evil men + Their accuſation is not ſo | 
con(iderable as their acquirtance : Men, ſaid 
he, ſpeak evil of me, bur they are evil men} 
thatdo lo; and an argument for us from an 
adverſary, is not to be neglected : though 


wicked men curſe the Saints while they 
hve, yet they ſhall blefs and jnſtifie them 
in the day of Vifitation, as the Apoftle| 
freaks. | 

1. Either when pargs of conſcience ſeize 
on them: Or, | 


2. When 


| C25) - 
Secondly, When he? come to die; as one 
ſaid, O that I might be Cre/#s living, and 
Socrates dying |! Or as the Proverb 1s, Let 
me live in /raly, but let me die in Spain: So 
Balaam, though he lived the life of the wic- 
ked, yet he loved the death of the righteous; 
though men live Hypocrites, yet they would 
die ſincere ; though many live by a form of 
godline(s, yet they would fain die by the 
power : Or, Fx 
Thirdly, They ſhal refpect and honor them 
at the Judgement-day : Oh, will Pharaoh lay 
chen,that I were Moſes | Wil (ain ſiy,that T 
had been bur ſuffering Abe/> Who would be 
a Rake-bell or a Ranter theo?when many of 
thoſe that have been Judges, Mall be judged, 
and the judged (many ot them I mean) ſhall 
be Judges ; when Pax/ that once ftood at the 
Bar, ſhall fit on the Bench ; for the Axoſtie 
telleth us, That the Saints ball judge the 
world : That time isa coming (though now 
the world judgeth the Saints, and one Szint 
judgeth another) that is, ſhall be, 4. 4. Co- 
aſſeſſors with Chrift at the laſt day, con- 
ſenting to, and applauding of his Judgement 
of theworld, when the Judge ſhall jay to 
the Carfers, Go ye curſed, the. Saints ſhall 
ſoy, Amen Lord; when Rab/pekah ſhall be 
thrown down to Hell, and Hezckiah raken 
C 4 | up 


20 J.s * 

up to Heaven: Who would riſe in that e- 
ftate of wrath he was bor, lived and dycd 
in? Thoſe that now accuſe the godly for dif- 
ſemblers and Hypocrites, will then publixely 
confeſs their ſincerity. Chriftians ! Be not 
diſcouraged in your more ſtri& profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ; ic is no matter what now they 
ſay of you behinde your backs, but what 
they ſhall be forced to ſpeak of you to your 
faces at that day. 


Fifthly, Even the Spirit of Ged will bear a 
teſtimony to his works : What chough all 
men and Angels ſhould condemn us, now 
God himſelf will not condemn, bur acquit us; 
as he hath a bottle for our tears, ſo he hath 
2 file for our Prayers, and a Book for our 
Works : Wicked men look on the infir- 
micies of Gods people, their mole-hills, as 
mountains ; their motes, as beams, as fins 
of the greateft magnitude, and on their own 
mountains and beams as mole-hills, and 
motes: Men are mercileſs in their cenſures, 
but God hath more equicable {cakes, and 
can . give Grains of allowance to his 
Gold. | | 

Even as God ſeemed to ſtand Neuter 
= a time, while there was a diſpute 

eld between 7o+ and his Friends con- 
cerning 


(#7) 
cerning his integrity ; at length God ſteps 
from behinde the curtain, and pleads his 
cauſe : Who ſaith my ſervant 7b is an Hy- 
pocrite? you charge deſperately on my ſer-. 
vant ; but you have nor ſpoke of me the thing 
that u right, as my ſervant Job bath done, 
Job 42. 7. Gods people oft in their tem- 
ptations, ſpeak chat againft themſelves 
that God never ſpake; we are buc Hy- 
poctites, we are caſt out of Gods pre- 
' ſence, theſe miſcarriages of ours have diſ- 
ſolved the Covenant between God and us, 
are inconſiftent with integrity or true 
Grace; but God, Revel. 2. 2. knows their 
works, their patience, their labors of love, 
their gold, notwithftanding ſome drofs, their 
ſincerity amidft many failings, and will make 
them known to themſelves & all the World 
at the laſt day; the Lord will ſay concern- 
ing this and that man, I know them to be 
cleanſed by the blood of my Son, 'how- 
ever men nave caſt duft on them : Others 
have ſurveyed their lives, and feen ſome 
ſpots which they themſelves have lament- 
ed, and I know them to be Holy, and 
to have feared my Name : Now if God 
ſhall juftifie , who ſhall condemn at that 
day? - - 

Fifthly, 


_ C88} 
Fifthly and laſtly, Theic works ſhall fol- 


low them in reſpe&t of a guerdon and re- | 


ward -+ In Scripture the word ork fignitieth 
three things. | 

I. The very att of Labor, ſo Solomntells 
us, that in the Grave there is no wiſdom, no 
work, that is,no working for Heaven, Eccle/. 
9. 10, 

2, For the effe# of /aboy, that which is 
wrought we call his work, as well as the a&t 
of hfs labor, thus the fire will try every 
mans work , 1 Cor. 3.13. 

3. For the reward of a Chriftians Labor : 
Work is taken for wages, it is uſual ro put 
- Prajer for the thing prayed for, or for the 
thing obrained by Prayer ;ſfo Hannah, Sar. 
. 27.T he Lord hath given me my petition;that is, 
The childe for which Idid Petition. Ir is 
uſual to put fin for the reward or puniſh- 


ment of ſin, Gey. 4. 13. My fin, that is, | 


my puniſhment for fin, « greater then I can | 


bear ; ſo allo its uſual to put the work, as for 
the reward of the work, and that, 1./» mals ; 
as 7er.4.18.Thy way hath procured this unto 
- thee ; this is thy eek Wh that is, this is 
the reward of thy wickedneſs. 2, /n bono, 
as in my Text their works followed them - that 
is, the 7eward of their works; they had 
done their work, and now God _—_ 
| chem 
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them throvgh Grace : Their works die not 
with rhem ,as Horrenſius his labor; did : A cup 
of cold water ſhall be produced, Xatth. 25. 


' They forget their good works; When ſaw 


we thee an hungry, or raked ? Bur Chriſt re- 
members them, inaſmuch as you did it to 
one of theſe little ones, you didit unto me z 
thoſe that have done well, ſhall have a well 
done ; thoſe that have ſon to the Spirit ſhall 
of the ſpirit reap everlaſting life ,, Glory, and 
Honor, and Peace, ſpall be to every man that 
Worketh good, to the few firſt, andalſo to the 
Gentile ; if in this life onely we have hope in 
Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſerable; as in 
Adam all dyed, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 


alive; as ſure as we are gracious, ſo ſure 


ſhall we be glorious; as ſure as Heaven en- 
rers intoa man in this world, ſo ſure fhall 
that man enter into Heaven in the world to 
come : To be brief in this, as certainly as 
now the Crown of immortality ard Glory 
ſhines in the eyes of Gods people, ſo cer- 
tainly ſhall it one day fit gloriouſly on their 
heads : Its eaſier to tell what Heaven is nor, 
then what it is; We mly talk of the great- 
neſs of our future reward, but we ſhall never 
know the weight of that Crown, till we have 
it on our heads; the worth of that Livery, 
till we have ic on our backs ; the greatneſs 

| | of 


; o). 
of that Glory, till ir reft in and ſhine into 
our hearts: Thereward of good works ſhall 
be preaxe. 


Q. But why doth the Goſpel chiefly ments- 
on, or more apparantly note the reward of 
works of mercy, pity and charity, . at the laſt 
day ? | 


A. Upon four accompes, 


, 1. Becauſe good works are the fruits of 
Faith : There may be charity wichour Faith, 
bur there can be no crue Faith w.thourt Cha- 
rity : ©Moſerin the Eccleſiaſtick Story was 
wont to fay, I like chat Faith bdecrer that can 
be ſeen then that Faich which onely can be 
. heard: So where chere is no 
ns Charity,ad extra,without, there 
extra, ibi non is no tru* Faith, ad intra, within: 
et bonumopus So 7ohy Huſſe, Though Faith 
5 er have a preheminerice, becauſe 
works grow out of it,and ſo Faith as the root 
is firſt; -yet Works have the preheminence 
thus, both in that they include Faith (in 
Believers) in them, and that they diffale and 
ſpread themſelves more then Faith doth: - 
- Anditis remarkable, That though Chriſt re- 
| ter 


(31) 
fer oft to believing in this life, becauſe he 
wout&be ſure to plant and faften that ſafely, 
which is the root of all, Faith. yec in the- 
next life his proceedings are grounded on 
Works, and he will judge us according to- 
our Fruits. ; 


2. Becauſe works are viſible demonſtra- 
tions of Faith : In Titles and Conveyances 
where Lands are made overto us, we have 
Seals ro our Writings, and witneffes to our 
Seals; ſo here our perſons are inftrumental- 
ly juftificd by our Faith (as we ordinarily 
ſpeak) bur our Faith is juftified by our 
Warks. - | 

The evidence to God that our Works 
are good, /cil. formally is our Faich, the 
evidence to men that our Faith is good, 
probably is our Works : Men can pive te- 
ftimony concerning our Charity ; bur Faith 
is a ſecret, and God onely can witneſsto 
that : Now God, who is all Spirit, wiil not 
judge the Wo«ld immediacely, but by our 
Mediator, Gcod-Man, that bumane nature 
that hung on the Croſs , ſhall 49. 4. fit 
on 3 Throne, the Judge then ſhail be 
viſible, and the Perſons to be Judged - 


| ſhall be viſible, and the publick pro- 


ceſs 
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ceſſe, ſhall in a great part be concerning 
things viſible too : God will ſo a at thar 
day; as that all men ſhall ſee the righceouſ- 
neſle of his Proceſſe, he will judg, not accor- 
ding to hit ſecret coun'els, his cabinet decrees, 
but according to evidence, and his revealed 
Law. Now fames faith, Shew me thy faith 
without works, and 1 will ſhevwp thee my faith by 
* my wwrk:; this demonſtration 2 poſteriori, is 
© ' manifeſt. Faith like the cen of the South, 
= _ comes not alone to So/omon, ſhe brings ber 
= rraine afterher: Faich is this Queen, let 
"— j Repentance be her Uſher ro go before her , 
7 ” and good Works , as Patience. Charicy, 
{ Meekneſle, the Court that follow her, ſo 
lether comerto the King of Glory, in the 
Preſence Chamber of Jeſus Chriſt in heaven : 
” Aslonp as we feel thy pulſe beating, we are 
|  furethou liveſt ;- yetthe beating of chy pulſe 
is notthe cauſe why thou liveft, but a ſigne 
by the effects. As Chriſt ſaid of bimielr, 
when the queſtion was, whether he was the 
Meſfſizs ? View my Works, ſaid he, they are 
they that re/tifie of me: Sol may ſay of men, 
their converſations, their works teſtifie what 
they are : Good works before men,are good 
witneſſes of our faith before God. God will 
then examine men of thoſe things that man 
can bear teftimony to. 


3.Be- 


- 
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3. Becauſe men accuſed, naturally and 


| generally eppeal to their good works, by 


| whom or by what wilthe- hypocrite be tried ? 


ECT 


By Gods people? No : by the work of Re- 
generation ? No ; for that's a myſtery un- 
known to them : bat by my works will I be 


tryed; why then co thy works thou ſhalt 


20 ; thou boaſteſt of thy works, bur where 
is their goodneſſe | How canthy works be. 
good, if thou thy ſelfe the worker art e- 
vil! The Lord likes Adverbs better then 
Adjectives; Bene better then PFonzum. Do 
your works proceed from a good-heart, and 
do they tendto a good end? Our works 
muſt not only materially be good (for there 
may be malum opns in bona materia ;) but 
the aim and intenticn of our works muſt be 
good alſo,or elſe, notwithſtanding our good 
works, we areevil workers before God, And 
farther, I believe that the meer outſide Chii- 
ftian will then be found to have been defe- 
ctive in good works; in ſore or other good 
work: Either he will be charged for inju- 
tice" in getting his eſtate, with which he 
hath been charitable; and that's not pro- 
perly charity for a man, as we ſay, to 
ſteal the whole loaf out of the cupboard of 
a poor man, and then co give bim a cruſt at 
the door : Or as the Spaniſh Proverb is, co 

| ſteal 


ſteal a Gooſe, and flick down a Fea- 
ther. 

Or ſecondly, For partiality in doing 
good : We may obſerve, That all Cauſes 
are required to make an Aion good, but 
one defeQive Circumſtance will render an 
Ation bad. - 

Fourthly, Goo4 works will then be cal- 
led in for Evidence, becauſe by them we 
are like God : What one Evangelift hath, 
Be perfeft as. your heavenly Father is per- 
fe; another renders it, Be you merciful as 
your Heavenly Father : Some things God 
teacheth us by precept, other things he 
reacheth us by Example, as to repent by 
Precept.to love by Example : Now we more 
imitate God in following his Precepts, then 
in obeying his Commands - Simply ſo con- 
fidered, we are more like God in our Love, 
then in our Repentance ;. hence God in Scri- 
prure is called Z-ve, but not Faith proper- 
ly: A Believer thatisa good man, a man 
full of compaſſion and bowets of mercy, is 
the moſt god/y, the moſt Goa-/ike man in the 
world. 

For the Application and Concluſion of 
this Doctrine, That when a Believer dies, his 
works die not with him. 

Uſe 1, Hence, is by way of Canrtion con- 
cerning 


35 
cerning good works;: Good works, ſay the 
Papifts oa this Scripture, go before in reſpetÞ 
of Merit, but follow after in reſpef# of Re» 
ward ; but the words ſpeak of che Reward 
that follows, not of the Merir that goes be- 
fore; 2 Reward we acknowledge, Merit 
we deny; we ſhall be rewarded according 
to our good Works, but cot for our good 
Works : It is ſufficient to merit, that merit 
ſufficech not. 

The Antinomians ſay, Good works are 
not neceſſary for Salvation ; they mighc 
better ſay, They are not neceſſary as to 
Juſtification ; chat is, char they Juſtifie not : 
He that beggerh Mercy , boafteth not of 
Merit: Good works do not go before, but 
foflow us to Heaven : The blood of Chriſt; 
is the golden Key to open the door of Pa- 
radice. It is reported, that the Doctrine of 
Simon Magus, was, That a bare profeſſion 
of Faith, without a reformation in the 
life, was ſufficient for ſalvation. eLſtix 
juſtly conceives that one reaſon 
why 7ames ſo prefers Works, as (ve n0n _ 
to lay, That «Abraham was ja- ner, 
ified by them, was, becaule } ;,11;,. 
that ſome Licentiars had fo a- 
buſed che Doctrine of Faith delivered be- 
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fore by Pan!: Good works are ſuch things, 
3s Nd mancan be ſaved for them, and yet 
no man can be ſaved without them : The 
truch is, we are not onely not ſaved for our 
Works, that we are not ſo much as ſayed 


for ovur Faith. 


T he greateſt degree of Faith, is not worth 
the leaſt or loweſt degree of Glory : Ir was 
height of Pride, chat made a Jeſuit ſay, Ce- 
lum gratis non accipiam'; the value of Faith 
grows, non ex perſona credente, vel ex na- 


tura fides, ſed ex patto contrabenti, not fo 


much from our condition, as from Gods 
Covenant; He that believes ſhall be ſaved : 
There is no inconſiſtency between theſe two 
Propoſitions, He that belicves, and he that 
repents ſhall be ſaved: For though we are 
juſtified by Faith onely, yet not by Faith 
alone; that is, Works juſtifie not with 
Faith and Faith juſtifies not withour Werks: | 
Good Works qualife the ſubject believing, 

bur Faith is che proper infirument of recei- 
ving the Covenant of Grace : Faith is an 
evidence to us of our righteouſneſs before 
God, and Works are an evidence of the 
truth of onr Faith b2fore men : Oat of the 
point of Juſtification, Works cannot be ſuffics* 
ciently juſtifiedor commended, but. in the point 
6 


of Fnſtification Works are not tobe admitted * 


Works; ſo to work and repent, as if we 


How hard is it to joyn together, what God 
would not have ſeperated ? Faith -and 


were to be ſaved, q.4d. without Faith; and 
ſo to believe, as if we were t@ be ſaved 
without Works : How difficult is it for a 
man, a moral man, to ſee the neceſlicy of 
Faich > to cry our, What though I am righ- 
teous before men, if yet I ſhould want the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt before God ? My 
righceouſneſs is but as rags, my duties but 
as dung, my tears need Chrifts blood : Lord! 
without thy free Grace, and a Plaifter of the 
merits of Chrift, notwithſtanding all my 
Prayers and Performances I am undone, Z#- 
ther well obſerves, how much the* believing 
and the begetting Abraham differs ,, the be- 
getting Abraham was a worker, the belic- 
ving Abrabam was righteous, his Faith was 
on Chrift the object of Faith; and weare 
bleſſed, not with the working, but with the 
believing Abraham. 

Uſe 2. Is for the information about the 
aim and end of men in their Works: Ir is 
curiouſly queſtioned, whether ic be nota 
ſordid way of obedience, for a man to eye 
his reward in his obedience; but it is more' 

| D 3 hbe- 


| _ 
becoming a Philoſopher then a Divine (1 
judge) to provoke” his Auditors to vertue, 
wichouc the leaſt reflection of a future re- 
ward. | 
If char be true which is affirmed by many, 

that Graceand Glory differ oor ſpecifically, 
| bat gradually , and that be true which js af- 
firmed. by all, Thac mans Happineſs and 
Gods Glory be indiſpatably conjoyned in 
Heaven; then certainly we may have our 
: eye to the Star, while we have our band at 
| the Helm z we may have one eye co our Re- 
ward, as well as che other to the Work : 
' As it 1s mo Prerog ative att for God to damn the 
| Hypocrite at laſt day, but an att of Puſtice, fin 
' being the antecedent cauſe of wrath, ſo the 
| ſalvatienof the Upright, Will not appear to be 
' the produtt enely of Gods Arbitrary Grace, but 
| (according ro bus revealed truth) the manfe- 
| ftation of ns remunerative righteouſneſs; Grace 
| in ms being, though wot the cauſe, yet the ante- 
' eedent of Glory : 
{ Henceitis, that the Goſpel deters us from 
| fm, by arguments formed out of Hell, as 
' the anquenchable fire, and the terrors of 
'the Lord ; fo it animates us to duty, by ar- 
' guments. inade out of Heaven and Glory : 
'How doth ic embolden a Believer co ſail 
| FER through 


chrough Storms and Tempeſts, when he 
chinks on his Harbor ; to reſiſt unto blood, 
and rather co die for, then deny Chriſt when 
he ponders on his Crown ? Let us endure the 
cold frofts, let us be content; though we 
are buffered for a while, cryed the Martyrs 
of old, for Heaven Will make amends for all : 
There may be amor mercedis, a love of the 
Reward (as well of the Rewarder) and yet 
no mercinary love , no amr Mercenarits : ' 
When I will noe love God wichout this 
world, when I love or reſpect God onely 
for riches and honors, &c. this is a merci- 
wary love ,, but not when I love God for the 
hoped perfection of my Graces, for the mo- 


|. ral obolicion of my fins, for the contempla- 


tion of his preſence in light; for if the en- 
joyment of God be the effentia! Heaven, 
then to lovethe enjoyment of God, is to 
love Heaven; andTam no more mercinary 
for loving of God the more for Reaven, 
then for loving of the enjoyment, of God : 
Some have applauded the ffrength of direct 
obedience, without eyeing the reward by an 
Emblem of a Lady, with a W ater-pot in one 
hand, and a F:re-brand in the other, ſaying, 
She would ſerve God, though with the wa- 
' ter Hell-fire were quenched, and there were 
2 no 


V 


40 ) 

no torments to puniſh her for ſin; though 
with the fire Paradice were conſumed, and 
there were no everlaſting happineſs to re- 
ward her, Yet methinks, though good uſe 
may be made of ſuch Hyperboltes, they do 
not ſo fully ſpeak to a Chriſtian under tryals, 
they teach us how to run, but they obſcure 
theGarland, they teach us how to ſhoot, 
but in the mean time take away the mark : 
" Its true, God is principally ro be beloved 
for himſelf, & wvix queruar Der, propter 
deum ; and to he may be, and yet be loved 
for Heaven, 

We may pray and wreſtle againſt fin for 
the love ofour King, and yet have the hope 
of a Kingdom to be enjoyed atcer the bat- 
tel:.The Doctrine of the Reſurrection, is 
the foundation of Religion; and he that 
conſiders not of the Reſmrreftion of the fleſh,will 
hardly be drawn to mortifie the fleſh; I know 
no ſuch ſuggeſtion ia rhe Bible: Sinners ! 
Would you deny the lufts of the fleſh, and 
the pomp and vanity of che World, if there 
were no Reſurrection, no Salvation? And 
its a dangerous temptation to a perplexed con- 
ſcience, ro have bis. ſincerity tryed by thus 
touchſtont ; if you can't ſerve God without a re- 
ward in Heaven, you are an Hypocrite. 

| Uſe. 
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| - that will not now finde out their 
, fins, cheir fins ſhall one day,,;,;,, bic 1i- 
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Uſe 3. Is for terror unto two ſorts of 
Workers. | 

1. Evil workers. : 
2. Idle workers. 

1. To Evil workers : Shall the works of 
Gods Children follow them, then by juft 
confequence your evil works, your lying, 
your ſcoffing at Religion ſhall follow you : 
As righteouſneſs ſhall follow the righteous, 
ſo wickedneſs ſhall follow the wicked: Thoſe 


Morientes 4t- 


hnde our them, and judgement mitrunt, & pec- 
ſhall finde out their fins : Even cata ſua ſecum 
as Deſtruttion [aid to Pride they P0rians. 

being both inviced to a Feaſt, contending 
who ſhould go before, and who ſhould fpl- 


Tow; faid Pride, Go you before ;' no, re» 


plyed Deſtruction, I pre, ſequar - Go you be» 
fore, and I Will follow after : So here impe- 
nitency goes before to Hell, and che impe- 
nitent ſinner follows after ; their fins reached 
to Heaven, nwasIyoar, accumnlata pervente+ 
runt; as one Mountain laid on the top of an- 
other, the ſame word as in myText,ſo one fin 
follows another, until the {inner and bis ſins 
meet together in Hell: The wicked ſhall not 
carry their poods, but their evils with chem : 

D 4 They 


_ They fhall leave their Eftaces, their Gold be- 
hinde them, bur they ſhall carry their op- 
gran cheir guilt with them ; they fhall 
ie down in their fins, and their fins ſhall 
riſe with them, their fins ſhall go into Hell 
. with them, and there ſtare chem in the face; 
here a Regiment of Oathes on the one hand, 
there a Regiment of Lies on the other hand: 
Happy would the wicked be, that they could 
go naked out of this World, as free from 
cheic fins, as of their riches 

If men ſhall be condemned for idle words, 
wuch more for ill works: How many will 
then Wiſh their Blaſphemies againſt the Medi» 
ator unprinted, and their ſlanderons Libels a- 
gatnſt men unpubliſhed rothe World ? when 


God himſelf ſhall read ablack, Bill or Indift- 


ment agamſt thrm, out of every line they 
wrote, and make every Volumn a Fagot to 
burn and tormentfhem Withal ; and the more 
Proſelites men have gained to their damnable 
Errors, the more additions of Wrath they ſhall 
b.ve to all Eternicy : As Chrift ſaid, Can mes 
gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles : 
So comparing Works to Trees, Rewards to 
Fruits z Confider, Will thy gall and worm. 
wood ever make pleaſant Drink> Theſe 
wilde ard ſowre Grapes, ever yield fweert 
Wine: 


| 
| 


Wine : This ignorance, this impenitency, 


theſe vulgar Oathes, and wanton dalliances, 


are theſe the ſecd-plot of Heaven, the foun- 
dation upon which I build my falvation?No, 
no, my ſoul, as thow breweft ſo thou muſt 


drink, as thou ſoweſt, ſo thou - muſt reap: |, 
Alaſs, how unfruitful have I been in good / 


works ? how fruitful in evil > whileſt others 
have been a praying, wretched I have been a 
curſing ; while others have ſpenc their time 
in gathering of Manna co feed cheir ſouls, I 
have been gathering of fticks to burn my 
ſoul withal: I had a ſeaſon to go into Gods 
Vineyard, the Spirit called, Conſcience cal- 
led, Providence called, but 1. was idle, but 
I was evil: Howcanl1, that have fo long 


ftood idle (and O that T1 bad onely been idle 


and done nothing | ) look for the peny? or 
that bave refuſed to moctifie a laft look for 
a Crown.? or for the Harveſt of Glory, that 
bave neglected my feed time > Can+think 
to finde the living among the dead 2 the Tree 


of Life ont of Paradice ? Heaven in Hell? 
O that either my works had been according / 
- to my profeſlion, or my profeflion according 


co my works ! Axtproteſſio ſecundum opera, 
ant oper ſecundum profeſſionem: When the 
Sainrs.die, they reft from their labors, and 
cheir 


/ 


/ 
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their works follow them (through Free- 
grace in pgloriens rewards. } When the 
wicked dye, they reſt from their labours 
too , but their works follow them (through 
Divine Juſtice ) inco everlaſting puniſh- 
menr. | 


Thus many may everlaſtingly reſt from 


their troubles in this world, and when 


they have done ſo, go into a world of e- 
verlaſting troubles; Opera ſequuntaur bones, 
perſequuntur males : Omnia mala, malt [> 
Cum portant , 


Secondly, As it reproves evil, ſo alſo 1/: 
workers. = 
Ah Chriftians, How ready are we to 
negle> our Watch ! to give over our 
Worke |' to make the affaires of this 
world 'oar #0, our main work, and the 
affairs of Heaven our Tdg#2y0» , things by 
. the by. .Yolumus aſſequi Chriſtum , ſed non 
ſequi, how do we ſet our affections on 
things Temporal , while wee negle& the 
things that are Eternal! Are we by na- 
ture Children of wrath? have we ſea- 
ſons offered us for reconciliation ? and 
ſhall we negle&t our Souls> Pretend the 
: world 
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| world againſt God, and deſperately ven- 


& 


ture our Salvation upon an Arbritary 
God , upon an, it way be we may be [a- 
ved. 

Do we know already, that they that 


| dye in ſinnes, ſhall forever live in ever- 
; laſting burnings, and ſhall we dare live 
| in finne, and goe out of the world in 


that ſame ſtate of enmity againſt God, 


' with which we-came into this world > Is 


heaven a Kingdome , and have we no vi- 
olence to offer for it 2 Will this be a 
ſufficient Apology for any man to fay at 
laft day, **Lorid, I never oppoſed thy 


' wayes when I did not profeſſe them; I 


did not deſpiſe the offers of grace, though 
I did neglet them > Have you any grea- 
ter work to do in the world, then to 
looke after the gloriffing of God, and 
the ſalvation of your ſouls? I muft ac- 
knowledge, that in the firft work of 
Grace, we are rather Paſlive than A- 
ctive, ( for #t Deus operatur in nobis, wt 
accedawns ita operatnr ne decedamas) and that 
without the influence of Omnipotency 
wee can doe nothing but undoe our 
ſelves; and that when wee have done all 
wee can , wee muſt ſay ( not in 
a 


(46) 
a Jeſaitica| Complement, bat really ) we are 
unprofitable ſervants, yet our impotencyÞt 
contracted and nouriſhed by our ſelves, ex-P | 
cuſeth not, but aggravates our weakneſs; Þ9 
though we can'c create the breath of the$ 
Spirit, yet cannot we hang out our ſails to 
entertain it; though we cannot make the | 
Pool of Bethe/dab, the ordinances of God 
effefual for our cure, yet cannot we come 
and lay our felves at the Pool to wait the 
motion of the Angel. 

Is it not our duty topray for, as well as 
to pray in the Spirit ? Becauſe God worketh 
in us both to will and to do, ſhall we there- 

. Fore fir ſtill, and not work ome our falvation 
with fear and trembling 2 mightnot we bave } 
done more for our ſouls then we have done ? 
Doth God compel us to run to a Tavern, 
when we (hould go to Church? Is icno bur- 
theo to be a Pack-hgrie and Drudpe to the 
Divel, and yet it is a barthen to be a ſervant, 

a free-man, a Son of God? Will it notbea 
greater trouble to ſuffer hereafter the will of 
God, Goye curſed, rhen now it is to do his 
will, Believe -and repent ? Non poſſe- pretendi- 
dirur,' cnn nolleeſt in canla? My Beloved, 
Nowak, no reward, ns holineſs, no Hes- 
ver, roundly and plainly (as*cwas faid in = | 
oraer 
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eyþther caſe) either 2w79 or burn; Do and live 
ex-$s Evangelical Language, as well as Legal: 

. Do on Earth, or ſuffer in Hell: Finde out 8 
ew Heaven if you can, for you ſhall never 
nde out a new way tothe old; if ever you 
v0 before to Heaven, your works muſt fol- FA 
DW you : Si non vertamns verbs in opera, 
Deus vertet verba in verbera, If we turn not 
ur words into works, God will turn our 
rords into blows. It was the trouble of a 

Martyr when he was led to the ſtake, that 
he was now going to that place where he 
hould receive wages butdo no work. 

Uſe 4. Is for comfort tothe godly and 
toly : Your works of goodneſs ſhall follow 
ou, not your fins: Pharaoh followed F; 
a! to the Red-ſea, and there he leftthem; = 
he Pilot follows the Merchant-man to the 
arbors mouth, and there leaves him : That 
ve Divil, that now proſecutes you from 

e Ordinance to another with his tempta- 
ions; that envious World, that now perſe- 
ues you from one place to another, with re- 

Froaches and revilings, ſhall then proſecute 

Fnd perſecute you no more ; farewell trou- 
les and tryals, farewell bardveſs of heart, 

3nd unproficableneſs under the means of 
race, and that for ever. 


* VaOIT' =+5 


 "e, yy WW Oo Y %' 


Remember 


| FA That chat ftroke of the King of terrors, that, 


$) 

Remember Chriſtians, that Dzath that ji 
a Trap door to let ſome down into hell, ſhall 
be a Portal or Gaze to let you into heaven, 


ſpall ſeparate your ſouls from your boates , ſhall 
ſeparate fin likewiſe from you ſouls : Yout 
ſorrowes now are mixt with your joyes 
your darkneſle with your tght, you have 
indeed ſome reſt while you labour, ho 
full then will your reſt be, when you ſhal 
reſt from your labours, and work no more} 
this is your day of working, hereafter i 
your day of rewarding , this is your ſeed- 
time, bereafrer is your harveſt, $; Dew! 
tam bonus [equentibus, quam bonus fuerit c 
ſequentibus > though here you ligh a 

/ mourn, yer bereafcer you ſhall ſing and r 

/ joyce; though here you are as Pearles hi 
in, and beſmeared with durt, yet hereafi 
you ſhall ſhine as the Sun: Then you ſha 
ſee the fruit of the travels of your ſouls, the 
you ſhall not repent of your mortificartio 
and repentance ; Then finally will it appe 
that chat man is happier thac hath had Sai 
Pauls Coat, with his heavenly graces, th 
the Purple Robes of Princes with all thei 
Kingdomes, 


Fifchly, 


49 
Fifthly, By way of Aw:ce to all, That 
they may ſo carry themſelves while they 
live, that cheir works may gloriouſly fol- 


\. low them when they die. To which pur- 
poſe, 


Firſt, Bee importunate at the Throne of 
Grace, that ye may be made the workman- 
ſnip of God , which you muſt be, before you 
can do the work of God. Fiamus opus Dei, 
ut facimns opus Dei ,, your natures muft be 
renewed before you can goe new actions ; 
A bad man can never Theologically do good 


works, morally he may, but he that doth 
- a moral work only, ſhall have a moralre. 


ward only ; as the wheele turns round, not 
to the end it may be made round: But on 


' the contrary, as the ftemms muſt firſt be 


grafted on che ſtock, before they can bring 
forth fruit, ſo we muſt be Branches in Chrift, 
united to, and made one with him, before 
we can be fruitful in good works, 

The Church in the Canticles is deſcribed 
no where by the beauty of her haza- or fin- 
ers, ya oft by the beauty of other 
parts of her body, becauſe a Chriftian ſhould 
abound in good works, and yet infilence 
without boaſting. Or Secondly, becauſe it is 
Chrift 


/ 


'.) 
Chriſt alone, that works all our works in us 


. and Grace, is not onr Creature, bur che ma- 


nufactare of Chriſt : Bna opera nom prece- 
dunt Fuſtificandum, ſed ſequntur fuſtifica- 
1mm. | 

. Secondly, If you would have your good 
works to follow yon, ſend rhem before you : 
Now Repent, now Believe, and hereafter 
you ſhall have the rewaid of your Repent- 


ance, and of your Faith; and as for Charity, |. 


part with char you cannot keep, that you 
may obrain that you cannot loſe : When the 
world ſhill leave you, your gocd works ſhall 


follow you, your gracious actions, your - 
works are an inexbauftible fountain, 


at ſhall never be dryed up,a durable ſpring 
that ſhall never fail , they are acts of time, 
ſhort in performance, yet eternal in their 
recompence : Non tranſennt opera noftra, ſi- 


. cnt tran fire videntur, ſed velut eternitatis ſe- 


mina jacinntwr : Though they are ſown in 
this world, they ſhall ſpring in che next; that 


| which you lay out for Chrift on earth, you 


lay up for your ſelves in Heaven; the hand 

of the poor is the Treaſury, the Gazophyla- 

cium of (rift; and by charity, in a Goſpel 

ſenſe, you make your Maker your Debrer , 

and furely if thon be che Creditor of _ 
/ | . A 
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Almighty, it will not be long ere he come 
out 'of thy Books: How fooliſh are they 
that fear to loſe their wealth by giving it 
and fear not to loſe themſelves by keeping 
{ ir? Hethar lays np hi Gold may bt a good Jat- 
' for, bat he that lays it ont is a good fteward. 
Merchants traffick chither with a commodity 
. where *cis precious, in regard of ſcarcity : 
Wedo not buy Wines in Erg/axd to carry 
| themto France; Spices in Fraxte to carry 
' themtothe /»dizs : fo for labor and work, 
| repentance and mortification, there is one 
| of themin Heaven, there is Peace and Glo- 
_ | ry, and the favor of God indeed : Their 
| works, in my Text, go with them, they dare 
> | not go without their franght : 4 Merchant 
| | without his Commodity, hath but a ſorry well- 
| come: God will azk men that arrive at Hea- 
| | ven Gates, #6i opera? Rev. 22. 12. His re- 
| | ward ſhall beaccording to our works: Thon / | 
haft riches here, and here be objects that | 
| | needrhytiches, the poor ; in Heaven there 
are richesenooph, but no poor ; therefore by 
faich inChrift, make over to them thy monies 
f inthis world, that by Bill of Exchange thou 


mayeſt receive it inthe world to corne ; that 
| onely you carry with you, which you ſend 
before you: Do good while itis in your pow- 
er,relieve the oppreſſed, faccor the fatherleſs, 
while your Eſtates are your own, when you 


* teouſneſs of my Son to ple 
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are dead, your riches belong to others ; one 
lighe carryed before a man, is more ſervice- 
able then twenty carryed after him : In your 
compaſſion to the diſtreſſed , or for pious 
uſes, let your hands be your Executors, and 
your eyes your Overſeers; and that I ma 


not be miſtaken, let your Charity have theſe | 


two Qualifications. 

1. Let your works be done in Faith, as 
without works we cannot profit men, ſo 
without Faith we cannot pleaſe God ; we 
muſt be maxryed to Chrift, or our children 


are not Legitimate, our works are not right: | 


All our furvivirig out of the Ark, will net 


fave us from the deluge of Gods wrath : As | 


Tſaac faid to Abraham, Father, bere is the 
Altar and the wood, but where « the [acrifice? 
ſo at laft day, 'when you ſhall knock at Gods 
door, and ſeek to enter, and hold up your 
Lamps and cry, Lord ! we are Virgins, we 
are Chriſtians, we were hoſpitable and cha- 
ritable according to thy command, let our 
neighbors be witneſſes of our good works 
bar, will the Lord reply, Trae, here are your 
duties and your works, but where is my 
grace of Faith ? Are theſe a ſatisfaQion to 
my Juſtice ? where is my 67 37s, the righ- 


Beloved, T here ſeems t6 bo leſs glory ty Faith, 
then 


for you? My 
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then in any other Grace, it ſeemed but a 
Grace, a Grace of nogreat vertue, Ho 
neſs is acceptable, becauſe it honors G 


| Charity. is noble, becauſe it profits men; 


Thankfulneſs is melodious , becauſe irs the 
rune of Angels : Other works ſeem to make 
God a Debter, co give 8s ic were ſomething 
to God , but ad quid fides * What is Faith 
good for?' Yes, it is good for every good 
purpoſe, its the root of aſl the Graces, its 
the richeſt Grace, becauſe its che inrichin 
Grace; if Paith go before}, Works wil 
follow : V6bi Chriſtus non eft boni operis fun- 
damentum, ibs nullum eſt bonum edificinm, 

2. As works of Charity muſt be qualified 
with Faith, (orelſe our her ego fecs, hec ego 
feci, this and that have I done, arebut fecer 


| dreps, as Luther ſaith aptly) ſo they muſt 


be qualified with (incerity ; while the peny 
is in the hand, let Gods glory be in the 
heart : Your lights muft ſhine, ſo that men 
ſeeing your good works, may glorifice God ; 
bur not that men ſhould ſee your works, and 
glorifie you, and cry you up and down, There 
goes-a charitable man, there goes a great 
worker : Men judge of the heart by the 
work, , but God judgeth of the work by the 
hearc : At the Judgement Bar 5: wil be no ex- 
c«ſe before God, if the matter of the ny 
E 2 e 


| 


| 
| 


| heiljtq plead the gaodnels of the heart ; to: 


ſay, I'bough I was a common Blaſphemer of 
thy,oame, 4 common negleRter of holy du- 
ties, yer 1 bad an honeſt beart ; /4 when the 


heaxt us. ngrght, there is no pleading before God 


v9dne/5-of the work; you fafted, and pro- 
d,. and were charuable ; Will che Lord 
ſay (as he did'ro che Jews) _ was it for my 
Gtory,yfor the exalcation of my.name ? que 
af the. (eaſe of my love 2 (aint works bad 
| been good; it Cains heart had nor beenevil: 
/ How fad vill ic be for ſome, to behold.ac the. 
la. daythe mitcs of others to bhereceived, 
and.their own talents rejected; the good 
works of: many ©© leavethe, and cheir evil 
wo: ks onely to follow them > Chraftas . opera 
n«ftra naw tam attibus, quam finibus penſat. 
-\ 3-. Work while you bave time to work ; 
caſt up your accoamprs, before you come to 
give up-your accomprs, Or Your ACccormprs 
willcztup you: How yainly do many talk 
_ of -workipg for Heaven, when they zre go- 
ing from the pl:ce of working, to the place 
// of rewarding, of doing the greateſt wark, to 
repent, to believe, when they have leaſt 
Arength ts do them, ofcurning their ſouls to 


rhe 
fe 


{ - Gad, when they can bardly turn their þo- 


dies on their beds? Believe it , believe it 


C h:riftians | its too much for one =, 
= 
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and that at one time, to look after a 


fick-ſgul, and-a ſick body together; if 


ever you would have your works to follow 
you when dead, follow you your works while 
you live, beearneft in ſelf-examination, in- 


duftrious in making your Calling and Electi» 


on ſure; like wiſe Virgins,Cet not onely lamps 
iuto your hands, but oz1 alſo into your lamps : 
The Grave is a place for reſting from our 
works, not of working for reſt : The Judge-= 
ment Bar is a place for the diftribution of Ju- 
ice, not for the diſpenſation of Mercy ; now 
or never, noW if ever, work out your falvati» 
on, get the one thing neceſſary: Surgwnt 
329pis non ad judicinm, {ed 4d condemnationen : 
| Thewiſe man tells us, There s nq work to be 
| done inthe Grave, thai's not a fhop to work 
| in, but aGravetorelſt in ; thats not @ time for 
| the killing of the worms of guilt in our ſauls, whes 
- the war ws ave gnawing and feeding on aur bo* 
| dies:God will not ſend Prophets to the grave, 
| nor ſetup a Pulpit in Hell for the Preachiog 
| of ſalvation tothe dead or damned. 

| LaftlyI might adde, Take exatinples from 
Gods Oracles, and from Providence, follow 
them that have ſo followed Chrift; as ever 
you would bave your perſons follew Gods 
ſervants to glory, let your faith & love follow 
their examples that are left behinde on earth. 
: FIX # Se 
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Good Reader, 5 
F regard of the known exemplarineſs of the 
converſation of this vertuous Lady deceaſed, 
1 am perſwaded (from arguments brought as to 
the common good) that thus ber following Cha- 
rafter be anmexed to my Sermon. 

It is reported of a great man, that he had 
good InteleFuals, but bad Morals: This ho- 
norable Lady bada goed bead, and alſo the ad- 
dition of a goed heart, nor to mention her ac- 

#aintance with ſeveral Languages, ſhe was 

ſ# verſed in the Language of Canaan, foe 
was able ſolidly to maintain the controverſies of 
the ('burch of God againſt Papiſts, Socinians, 
&c. It was her Honor, while other Ladies 
ſpent their time in reading Romances, and 
painting their faces, that ſhe ſpent hey time in 
reading the Oracles of God, and adorning her 
ſoul > Her private family duties, juſtled not | 
ext her publique attendance on Gods Ordinan- 
ces, nor on the contrary ; ſome few have hearts | 
but want time , moſt have time, but want 
hearts; but as God gave her time, (o he alſo 
gave her a heart to ſerve him: She never 
thoughe the Sabbath to be over, till che du- 

ties 
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ties of the Sabbath both publique and pri- _ 
vate were Over : She was able to comport ber 
' ſelf with the higheſt, yet ſhe uſually condeſcend- 
ed, both in diſcourſe and behavior, to the loweſt 
and meaneſt of Gods children - She brought 
forth much fruit,and made but alittle noiſe: She 
had much glory by her Face (but as Reverend | 
Hall ſays of Moſes) in her proportion, ſhe had 
wore glory by her vail. 1 never heard ſhe was 
reconsiled to any, for indeed, 1 never beard ſha 
bad an enemy : The Miniſtry have loſt a ju- 
dicions Favorer ; the Poor a Phyſician ; her 
endeared Husbend, the beſ® (ompanion in this 
troubluſome world. And that which « the 
. Crown of all, ſhe acknowledged the imperfeftion 
of ber own Dmries, and. the neceſſity ok Chriſts 
righteouſneſs. To conclude, ſhe was of the nume 
ber of thiſe few that lived and dyedin howonr ;, 
fre hath done her work,and 3s gone to ſleep, 


/ 
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